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t0 be fet in a char Light ; ; 
AND a 


- The levelling Principle of /elling All, and grving p to the Poor, 
as drawn from that Paſſage, and lately Rows and taught 
by 80ME,---proved to be ill grounded. 
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HEN I firſt !tok this Subjet into Conſideration, it 
avas with an Intent only to fatisfy me If about a Point 


- of. ſo great rfance, and which had begun to make 
a great Note, wt fra ge get Ground, and ogy attended 
with ſuch Conſequences as-Mere. « rather to be -pitied than commend- 
ed; but when 1 fund (HA 14k 4 the gramel Z ns aware - 
fore, from its "wth / other Paſſages in t 
| New Teſtament) that yok a Tar wat ara al 0n, 
and that what T had put together of my Thoughts ſeemed to give 
ſome Satisfattion to Auditors, Tas induced, on their Requeſt, 
zo make z2 publick. -=-Andi it nad by: hed, e 1 have taken 


by theſe new , Nations ?. I ſhall not ba - the Language of 
ome, that I bad them from Inſpiration, but, as the to 2s, 
that hy" ore rang Ui | 020 * Regoing and C 


it, __ oe 2 bere rin Se -bg it cannot be tw 
Ne te 


w 
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#lure-and binding '1 1-all rich Mm; 7n all 

Ages of pg: Chriſtian ry Dare: in to whom no fuch Command was 

ever given either by our Lord or bis Apoſtles.---What? A 

Crna ( egg + it bers fubh) given to a Jew, a Phariſce, 
e 


one of that Sett on whom our Lord pronounced Woes more than 
once, called them Hypocrites, and « ed them to inted Se- 


piilchres, fa nnd Bens 7 Y 
avithin ; A depending On | 
of the Caſe in Hand, and if not purely intended for the Man's 
- Conviction (as I have argued) yet 5 FH ;—rl to the 
Niſcifles, and the - Multitude then preſent, the. Wea, 
"Imperfection of © a Pharaſaical Righreouſne/;- 
Teſt {as' our Lord had before told bis Dijferp fit 
Riehiconſhak ſhall exceed the Righteouineſs of the Scr:bes 
-and Phariſees, ye ſhall'not enter into the Kingdom: of God.) 
Stuch a Contmand as this, I ; end {a yt roo preg: t0:be 


 fuppoſed ' general | "ro s, 4oithout ever being 
"repeated, her Ce ER nl ee oſed'! Monſtrous 
Abſurdrty 1 "Suppoſe an rake 3t into regs Heal 


ro- form an Argument \thus, in order to prove + that 3e 3s rhe Die: 
&y of every Ns fg oferap to to Grd bis 'moſt dearly 


renne IR Foe com- 


E- wot j 
pore 
_o bone 


verfies hve ari about the OE 
wand or as if it were nmoort. 

with bis infintte Holineſs, and therefore 7 bs] or no _ 
7 ” 


IR ay 


BR Sp | 
thority gt-all, "tho", at tbe fame Time; fo firongly confirmed in: 
the. New, Teſiqment ; and all this re Ea a Mike. that 
God commanded Abraham to flay bis Son? . This,- indeed, <uas 
Abraham's. Mifake, - and that which fo bighly enhanced his 
_ Faith; for rg” 57k God, «oba bad _ bim ſuch "ou 
Promiſes, to - be. d by,* or through the Means of 'bis Son 
Iſaac, could, and. would neffore him” to. Life again, ſooner than 
break bis Promfes—— But God had commanded no ſuch Thing 
as the ſlaying. of, b1s: Son, and farbad it by an Angel from 
Heaven, - then about to be executed: The Command was, 
_ that Abraham | /ſbould - offer 'up his Son Iaac,: &c. which he 
might do, and attually did," without \ laying bim, as to the full 
Intent of Gad's Command. - For. thes ve have. the Teſtimony of 
the boly Spirit of God himſelf, Heb. xi. 17, 18. By Faith 
Abrabam, when he vyas tried; offered up aac, 'and he that 
had received the Promiſes, offered. up his only begotten Son, 
of whom it was faid, that in azc ſhall thy Seed be called. 
Here it is expreſly” ſaid, and repeated, thet Abraham offered 


ii, 21. From which Paſſ. Think it may be fairly con- 
cluded, (not that God accepted the Will for the Deed, as gene- 

BF attually perfarmed every Title of | 
full - Intention, - thy bekumſclf had thought 
ve foe wning of Been 10 Aſhes upon the Altar + 
was -included in it. Bug God bd” /ay, Offer up thy Son 
a Burnt-offering, or make-a. Burnt-pffering of him, by taking 
—_— Lafe, and burning his upon the Altar ; but, Ot- 
fer him up for, or to all the 'Intents and Purpoſes, Fruits 
. - and Benefits of an Offering, not Burnt-offering 3 Eig 0Noudptucuwy, 
as the LXX render it, not txoutrurw, 0r oxevroupe ; which laſt 
Word is generally, and T believe akeays uſed for Burnt-offer- 
ing, both in the Old and New Teſtament. Befides, thoſe that 
1underfiand_ the. Hebrew, may pleaſe to objerve, that the Word, 
in the Original, which _ tranſlate for a Burnt-offering, /ig- 


n fies 


that the ; 


* 
. 
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nifies only and properly, In Aſcenfionemy #.-e. | For an-Offerin 
\ that ſhould aſcend Z to, or- towards Heaven; ſo as to be ate. 
ed there ;; which Abraham conceived could: be 'no other then 
' a - Burnt-offering | aſcending up in Flames. | But his Offering 
.aohich he had already made, without ſlaying his Son, &c; had 
aſcended thither, . and was accepted there, as is intimated in 
that the Angel is ſaid to.call to Abraham out of Heaven,” Sc: 
And in the Recital of this ' Af it is 'faid;=--T have ſworn by 
myſelf, faith the Lord,---Becauſe thou haſt done this Thing, 
&c. ' Now,” what could that be, but what God had comman 
him ?. And again afterwards,-—Becauſe thou haſt obeyed 'my , 
Voice. So that certainly he had d all that God bad com- 
'manded him ;, however, be underſtood the Terms of the Com- 
: . Thus the Ds ;fbes af once, the Infidel is filenced. 
and God is juſtified when he is judged. - 


MATTH. xIXx. 20, 21.- 


The youn Man faith unto him, All theſe Things 
have I kept from my Touth up : What lack I 
yet” Jeſus ſaid unto him, If thou wilt be per- 
fedt, go and ſell that thou haſt, and give to the 
Poor, and thou fhalt have Treaſure 1n Heaven: 
and come and follow me. 


T a be confeſſed, that we ole i in an Age whereiaw we 
need not much Quick-fightedneſs and Sagacity, to difcetn 
hs Slay — the Kingdom of Darknefs: For 
Mankind that we fee debauched and 
corp in "in thei Practice, rag. 4 a vicious and degene- 
ite, branght themſelves the Power of evil Ha- 
bits ad Py: Arery of- unreaſonable, indulged Luſts. And 
as it-is no eaſy Matter to perſuade them to turn from their 
long-reigning Iniquities, - and” forfake- their- beloved Vices, 'tis 
certainly the Duty-of all true" Profeſſors of Chriſtianity to 
labour after-.a ' Reformation, + by 'uſing'their utmoſt Endea- 
vours -to ſtop the Growth of Sin ahd Iniquity, I fay, 'tis 
the Duty. of all” true Profeſſors 'of Chriſtianity, tho' it be 
more particularly  incumbent- on the Miniſters of Chriſt's 
Goſpel, as the chief Supporters of his gracious Kingdom, 
to pull: down the ſtrong Holds of Satar, and to defeat his 
every undermining ' Project, But before: we ſet upon this 
great Work of giving a Check to Sin, and propagating Ho- 
lineſs in this. impious Generation, we ought to conſider of 
the Means that are to be uſed in order to carry it on — 


= 
- 


fully, For 'tis a Truth too evident, that a good End maybe 
purſued by - wrong Means, and we may pretend to a& for 
' Chriſt, when we are really ating againſt the true Tntereſt 
of his Kingdom. And therefore, if Men, in their Endea- 
vours to reclaim- the Wicked from their finſul Courſes, act 
not with dune Conſideration, they may only ſtrengthen the 
Powers of Darkneſs, . and tie faſter the Bands of Iniquity”: 
Inſtead of: diſplaying the Beauty of Chriſt's Charch,? they 
may extinguiſh her Glory ; and inſtead 'of ſpreading her 
Fame, they. may lay her Honour in the Duſt, %r bringing 
a Scandal upon her holy Profeflion. ' To confider well of the 
Means before we purſue the End, is no more than whit is 
required of us by the Rules of Prudence, and certainly Pry- 
dence ought to be the chief Governeſs of all our Ations ; 
for thoſe that are performed without her Direftion, want a 
main Circumſtance to denominate them' truly virtaous.” A 
Man may mean well, -and do-ſome Things, farexy conſi- 
dered in themſelves, are highly- commendable: and Praiſe 
worthy z but if . ſuch Actions be performed: unſcaſonably, or 
after a mh and heady - ow may. not. only Joſe: their 
own Virtue, but A Performer highly culpable.. So, 
with Regard to our Zeal for the Glory of Gad, | and the 
Good .of Men ; tho' ſuch. Zeal be good in itſelf, yet, if 
once it be too ſtrong for-Reaſon, its pure Nature is intirely 
corrupted, 'tis no _ wp: Zeal, and-fuch as the 


Apottie diſcovered. SIX "% of: the. 3 0rd acs 
cording to Kn gy a8. WE are npon 
accompliſhing...that  glori ork," of bringing Men from 
the:Slavery, of the. Devil into the; perfeRt free Service. of God, 
Mas Perhars Religion Tt ahe wore Hite tn the 
E 13 ra 
Generality of Men, . and they are righteous over-little ;/ but 
ſhall we; in order to. diſcover to-Gach Men the Error of their 


Ways, - teach yn. to run into. PO, and be. righte= 
ons s over-miuch 2.. | 


Perhaps 


(.9.). 

- Perhaps Men are backward in the Performance of the Du- 
ties of the Goſpel ; - but is the only Means of exciting them 
to a ſpeedy Performance of. them, firſt to repreſent Chriſti- 
anity .as .an unreaſonable: Service, . and, with regard to the 
_ ity . of Men, - an impracticable Inſtitution, and then 
to queſtion. them how they . ſhall eſcape. if they negle&t 
great Salvation ?_ Surely. it would be a much greater Encou- 
Tagement tothe Proſecution of that' End, to ſhew them, 
that notwithſtanding they are abſolutely required to work 
out their Salyation by running the Way of the Divine Com- 
mands, . yet that ſuch Commands are not grievous, but that 
Chriſt's Service is . perfet Freedom, his Toke eaſy, and his 
Burthen light. Perhaps Men are ſo remiſs in attending the 
| publick Worſhip in the holy Temple of the Lord, .that we 
have great Reaſon to' cry out with the Prophet,---* Is 77 
Time for you, O ye, to quell in your cieled Houſes ? But is 
the only Means of convincing them of their Duty in fre- 
quenting : the, Houſe of the Lord, to tell them, that Truth 7s 
Truth, if they hear it in a Church or a Field, from a Stone- 
quall ora Pulpit ? May it not as well be faid, that Truth 
is Truth, let who will preach it ? But if Men might a& by 
this Rule, or rather thus. without any Rule, every Illiterate, 
that has a Front of Aſſurance, might ſet up for a Teacher, 
and then.every Fool would ſfoon-think himſelf too wiſe to 
_ Surely, if we intended to incline Men: to worſhip. the 
LoRD. in the Beauty of. Holineſs, we ſhould not endeavour 
to draw them where our own roving Fancies lead; but ra- 
ther to. convince them, . that particular Places were always 
ſet apart for. the Performance of Divine Service,. even . from 
the firſt Foyndation of . the Chriſtian Church. [There would, 
undoubtedly, be many better . Chriſtians in the World,.. it 
Men -would but . practiſe what they already know, efpecta]- 
ly by the Performance of the. Duty of Prayer; but is 
* Hagpat 1. 4. -- 
mm.” C the 
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the only Means to incline them to- ſuch PraQtice, to allow | 
them to negle& the Prayers of the Church, provided they 
attend on frequent Preachments ? Indeed, without ſuch ex- 
patiating .Effufions, ' the Preacher might not give:ſo great a 
Teſtimony of his Ability, nor have ſuch fair Opportunities of 
ſhewing his Gifts. But ſurely the End of 'the'Miniſtry is - 
the Edification of the People, and not the Oſtentation of 
any Man's particular Gift; and if ſo, certainly the People 
would be better edified by thoſe Miniſters, - who content 
themſelves with a faithful and judicious expounding of the 
Scriptures, than by thoſe, who, with ranging, » unconnected 
Diſcourſes, fill the Ears of their Auditors with nothing but 
their own Conceits and Inventions. eb | 

Now, we are not ignorant that there are a. Set of Men, 
who are- diſtinguiſhed by the Appellation of Merhodi/ts, by 
their having undertaken that great Work of reforming a 
wicked World, and purſued it by ſuch Methods as theſe. 
But ſuch Devices, howſoever. right they may ſeem in their 
own Eyes, and the Eyes of thoſe who are guided by Igno- 
rance or Prejydice, will never be thought, by an impartial - 
Underſtanding, ever to affe&t that End which is the Glory 
of God, and the Good of Men, the Purity of. Religion, and 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, But Time will not: 
now permit me to diſcover to you -all the irratronal Pro- 
ceedings of this Set of Men, nor yet all thoſe enormotes 
Do&rines which ' they have broached, and ſent abroad 
into . the World by virtue of ſuch Proceeding. However, I 
beg Leave to point: out ene of thoſe: particular DoQrines 
which they have .advanced,: as I preſume I can clearly de- 
monſtrate it to be Antiſcriptural. The - DoQtrine is this, 
<< 'That the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt abſolutely requires all 
« rich Men, in all Ages of the Church, to ſell their Eſtates, 
<< and give them to Poor, or otherwiſe can 'never 
<<. enter into the .Kingdom of God:”” Which -DoRrine, 
they tell us, (as it is evidently deducible from theſe Words of 


83D 
my Text, and other Paſſages of Scripture of the like Na- 
ture, ſo) 'is by them founded-thereupon. And indeed we 
find this levelling Principle advance by Mr. Law in his Trea- 
tiſe of Chriſtian Perfeftion, (Page 9o) where he introduces 
this Text, and thus comments upon it ;---One Thing thou 
dackeft, ' go-thy Way and fell, &c. © This Remark, fays he, 
«< and that other following, where our Saviour ſays, [ 7s 
© eafier for a Camel to go through the Eye of a Needle, than 
*/for a rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, un- 
« deniably '(hew us thus much, that what is here required 
/** of this young Man, is alfo required of all rich Men, in 
«call Apes of the Church, in order to their being true Mem- 
©© bers of the Kingdom of God ; for if they may enjoy their 
*© Eſtates, and yet enter into the Kingdom of God, then 
'* the Difficulty is vaniſhed, and they may enter with Eaſe.” 
Hete we fee that this Author affirms, that the af#ual Poſſej- 
fron of worldly Riches is inconfiftent 1oith the State of Chriſti- 
" anity; I ſay, the afual, vr bare Poſſeſſion.---For tho' he 
ſeems to be aware of the abſurd Conſequences of this Aſ- 
ſertion, and therefore puts the Word Enjoyment, 'and as a 
faving Clauſe, adds afterwards,---** That he ſufficiently parts 
*© with all, who parts with the Self-enjoyment of it ; ” yet 
this does not render his Aﬀertion a Whit the lcG poſitive : 
For if it was an abſolute Command to this rich young Man 
to ſell what he had, :&c. and ſuch the Author takes it to be, 
by his ſaying, ©* That what is here red of the young 
** Man, was certainly by Way of n ry Duty ; and alſo, 
© that the ſame is required of all rich Men, &c.” then I 
aſſert, that ſuch Command muſt indifputably regard the 
atFual Poſſeſſion. For in this Command of our Saviour, there 
is no. Mention of Self-enjoyment, or - pleaſurable Enjoy- 
ment.---Befides, does not our Saviour add, --- 4:d give 7t 
| fo the Poor. Now, can a Man retain the actual Poffefſion of 
all that he has, and, at the ſame Time, be faid to give the 
Self-enjoyment, or pleaſurable Enjoyment of it to the Poor ? 
| - More- 


(12 ) 
Moreover, ſeeing that when in common Diſcourſe, we ſay 
ſuch a one enjoyed an Eſtate by virtue of ſuch a one's ok, 
or the like, we mean with regard to the atFual Poſſeſſion ; 
when this Author ſays, the Enjoyment of Riches thr 
&* becn a Thing that had faited with Chriſt's Religion; &c,” 
and 'then puts the Word. Renunciation, .by Way 'o Antithe- 
fis to the Word Enjoyment, (as he really does) we may fair- | 
!y conclude, that by parting with the Enjoyment, he muſt 
mean 'parting with the a&ual Poſſeſſion. And indeed that 
he does mean as much, (notwithſtanding he has thought 
proper to add, in ſome Places, to the Word Enjoyment, 
the Epithet of Sel It, or Plea arable) I think is fully apparcat 
from what follows,---* If, ſays he, the Enjoyment of Riches 
*© had been a Thing that had ſuited with Chriſt's Religion,” 
then we may ſuppoſe, that the Renunciation, &c. would 
leaſt of all have been impoſed at a Time when there were fo 
many unavoidable Burthens to be undergone. Now, here. you 
ſee he makes this Renunciation a Burthen, and "ſurely he 
could not eſteem it as ſuch, unleſs he meant it of the actual 
Poſſeſſion. But 'tis no Wonder if this Author ſhould affert 
here, that the Poſſeſſion of worldly Riches is prohibited to 
Chriſtians, ſince he had before expreſly declared, - 71) that 
the Proſecution of worldly Buſineb, the Means 3 acquiring 
ſuch Riches, is likewiſe inconſiſtent with the State of Cheri. 
ſtianity. Whoſoever he be of you that forſaketh not all that he 
hath, cannot be my Diſciple. 

« 'This Parable, ſays = teaches ns, that not only the 
« Vices,. the Wickedneſs, and Vanity of this World; 
« 'but even its moſt lawful and allowed Concerns, - render 
« Men unable to enter, and unworthy to be received into 
<« the true State of Chriſtianity : And therefore, he who is 
« buſied in an honeſt and lawful Calling, may, on that Ac- 
«© count, be as well.rejeted by God, as he who is vainly 
" employed in feoliſh and idle Purſuits. ” The Senſe of 
which hs TRE of both Paſſages, ſeems to me to amount 
to 


(13) 
to this,---that he who profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, - muſt 
forthwith telinquiſh all worldly Pofeflions, and all worldly 
og ments. But to ſhew that this Doctrine is falſe, it 
m__ e ſufficient to refer you to ſome few of thoſe ſeveral. 

ages of 'holy Writ,” ' which contain Rules and Directions 
for our Chriſtian Carriage with regard to our temporal Af- 
fairs, —-where the Rich are commanded to give * Of, not 
All their Abundance, and to be + Ready to diſtribute, and 
Willing to communicate to the Neceſſities of others, without 
any Command for, or the leaſt Suppoſition of parting with 
All.---And' all Chriſtians in general, . to obſerve Juſtice and 
Honeſty in all their Dealings; not + defrauding one another, 
or over-reaching in Bargains, and the like,---But of this more 
by and by, and I chuſe rather at preſent-to go to the Foun- 
tain-head of All, in the Words of my Text,---Go and /ell 
That thou haſt, &c. | | 

I muſt confeſs, that moſt Commentators have interpreted 
theſe Words as an abſolute Command to the young Man, 
tho*' peculiar to him alone. But as I have ſhewn you that 
_ * Mr. Law has proceeded farther in regard to this Matter, and 
interpreted them as an abſolute Command not only to the 
young Man, buf. alfo as an abſolute Command extending to 
all rich Mep, in all Ages of the Chriſtian Churchg ſo we 
find that the Merhodrfts (as they are called) have publickly 
declared that they fall in with the ame Notion, - My Intent 
therefore is to ſtrike at the very Root of this Levelling Prin- 
ciple, by ſhewing that theſe Words,---Go and ſell that thou 
haſt, &c. ' (which, by the Confeſſion of theſe Levellers, is 
the 'main Foundation of ſuch Principle) was no Command 
by Way of neceflary Duty, even to the young Man him- 
ſelf, becauſe not intended by our Saviour to be put in Exe- 
cution even by him : Which Paint, if it can be made out, 
muſt conſequently prove it no Command extending to others. 
But in proving this to be no Command, I ſhall not confirm 


| ® 2 Cor, viii. 13. + 2 Tim. vi. 18.” + 1 Theff, iv. 6. 
that 
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- that Notion-long fince advanced by. ſome Ram/b Commenta- 
_ t>rs, namely, That theſe Words were ſpoken by our Savi- 
our as Confileum PerfeFionts ; ſo as that if the young Man had 
aCtually ſold his Poſſefſions, &c.- he would then conſequently 
have been abſolutely perfeR, . and, entitled to a'greater 'De- 
oree of eternal Happinch | for this I condemn as equally er- 
roneous. But my Deſign is to make it evidently appear, 
Firſt, That our Saviour intended theſe Words only as a 
Means or Method of Conviftion ; or as an Argument 
- to convince the Man, that he was not fo perfect as he 
thought himſelf to be. - = 


Secondly, And that the young Man took our Saviour's 
Words as ſo intended. & 


\Firft then,” I ſhall endeavour to make it evidently appear, 
That our - Saviour intended theſe Words only as a Means or 
Method of Convidtion ; or as an Argument to convince the 
Man, that he was not ſo perfeRt as he thought himſelf to be. 

The only Reaſon why theſe Words have been generally 
looked upon as an abſolute Command to this young Man, at 
. leaſt-in the Way of neceflary Duty, and in order to his be- 
coming a Diſciple of Chriſt, as they ſuppoſe, is only be- 
' cauſe theſe Words, Go and ſell, and come and follow, run 
manifeſtly in a commanding Stile. 'To this I reply, ---That 
when the Woman taken in Adultery was brought to our 
Lord, {Fohbn vii. 3.) he faid to her Accuſers, (Verſe 7.) 
He: that is without Sin amongſt you, - let bim firſt caft a Stone 
at ber ;---which i in, the Form of a Command equally with 
this of my Text, and yet like this too, not intended to be 
executed by thoſe to whom ſuch ſeeming Command: was gi- 
ven, For bur Lord,. who is @- Searcher of the Heart, and 
knoweth what is in Man, knew beforehand, that neither of 
theſe ſeeming Commands woyld be complied with, . and 
therefore intended them only as a Means whereby wy 

| might 
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might ſtand. convidted by their own Conſciences, as it is ex-. 
preſſed, Verſe 9. of that Chapter. And, in the preſent 
Caſe, I ſee no Reaſon why our Lord ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
enjoin what is here mentioned as a Duty, in her to this 
young Eayer's m— Goſpel ; for it does not ap- 
pear that he had any even the leaſt Thought of commencing 
a Diſciple. of Chriſt,. but only was deſirous of aſking him a 
curious. Queſtion, -(as' ſeveral others of the ſame Set had 
done juſt before) and that founded on his ſuppoſed Perfec- 
tion and Title to eternal Life ; which doubtleſs he expected 
to have confirmed, ' and therefore was ſorely grieved at the 
Diſappointment, and went away like the others, (thoſe Ac- 
cuſers of the Woman) convicted by his own Conſcience. But 
ſuppoſing that our Lord was here prefſing him of his own Ac- 
cord to be his Diſciple, which I ſee no Ground or Reaſon for, 
yet ſtill there is no Reaſon to imagine that ſuch a Command as 
this would have been given him as a-neceflary Means in order 
to his becoming a Diſciple, becauſe the ſame Scriptures aſſure 
us, that there 2oere, and mrgbt be rich Men in the Chriſtian 
Church. Sce 1 Tim. vi. 17. Fames 1. 10, and ii. 2. The Apoſtle 
St. Fobn had his own Houſe, * to which, after our Lord's Cru- 
cifixion, he took the Bleſſed Virgin Mother. St. Barnabas 
the Apoſtle had'an Eſtate of his. own, which he ſold after- 
wards indeed towards the Support of the Chriſtian Church 
in the Weakneſs of its Infancy ; as you read alſo, + that 
many others did who had Poſſeflions of Lands or Houſes.--- 
+ Bat not fron! the Obligation of any Chriſtian Precept, ei- 
ther of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or as a- ſtanding Rule for Chri- 
ſtians afterwards; for at that very Time, St. Peter permits 
the Chriſtians to retain their own if they thought fit, ſaying, 
to Ananias, (in the next Chapter, Verſe 4.) who had alto 
fold a Poffefſion, ---Ihilft it remained <oas it not thine own, and 
after it was fold, was it not in thy. van Power, 1. e. to diſpoſe 
of the Money . as * thou +wouldſt > There had not been the 
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leaſt fadnation that they ought? to /ell their- Poſſeſfions; and 
this was now. done on a particular Accotint; as I mentioned, 
and as Dr. #hitby well obſerves, © either by them who. had 
* Lands in Fudea, as Barnabas had his in Cyprus, and _ 
© reſolved not to return thither, but tFdeave to the Apoſtles 
« could make but little Benefit of 'theni there; of elſe in Fu 
t© da, and therefore, they knowing from our Saviour's 

« phecy of the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and from his Ex- 
* hortation, that they were ſhortly to fly from, and quit 
<« them. to the Enemy, were willing to part with their 
«« Eſtates for the Benefit of the Church, before they were 
« ſnatched from them by the Enemy. ” Chriſtians indeed 
may,. at any Time, part with their Eſtates, if they think fii, 
to pious and chacitable Uſes, and far be it from me to diſ- 
courage any ſuch heroic Atts of Goodneſs ;---but there is a 
wide Difference between: ſuch voluntary Afts and a poſitive 

" Obligation. And if Riches fall into the Hands of one who 
knoweth how to uſe them to God's Glory, and the Relief of 
indigent Chriſtians, as well as' to the on ply of his own 
Needs, it ſeems a Contradiftion to ſu t God doth re- 
= eg die to: part with pr and- i by diveſt himſelf of 

er Opportunity or gre 
cf to his needy ro Ava "But Bur Ive, ng is Giey, 

that theſe Words, Go and fell, &c, 9mea in all Probab ality, 
deſigned only as a convincing Argument, and not as a Com- 

It-will be ſomewhat to this Purpoſe to take notice, that 
pw. _=_ ror ogy Addreſs, but a. Hire&t Anſwer to a 
| oa We Jew, one of the ſtricter Sort: a Pha- 
"Ie ee D tink » eaiveefilly allowed to be) and that 
with wn 2+ to Fewſb CONS 

Now, this young P having, as he thought and de- 
clared, kept a RT rſe in the Way of God's Com- 
mandments, began to ſwell with a Conceit of his good Eſtate 
towards God, He thought himſelf alrcady*on CO of 
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Perfection, if not'in the actual State thereof ;' and therefore, 
eſuming he would be.as much jn our Saviour's Eſteem as 
in his own, puts this Queſtion to him,---What lack T yet? 
As if he had faid,---What can I poſſibly want of the End 
and Scope of the Law, which is to make Men perfe&, ſince 
I have guided my whole Life hitherto by its Divine Precepts ? 
To. which opr Saviour returned this Anſwer,---1f thou wilt 
be perfett, go and ſell that thou haſt, &c.' Now to ſay, If 
thou wilt be perfethy, implies that he was not ſo already. For as 
In the Queſtion to ſay, What lack I yet of PerfeFion ? is the 
ſame as to fay,---/Am not I yet perfeF? So in the Anſwer to 
ſfay,---1f thou wilt be perfetF, is the ſame as to ſfay,---Thou 
art not yet ſo. And then our Saviour, to prove that what he 
himſelf faid was true, (namely, that he was not yet perfect) 
produces fo home an Argument as could not poſſibly but con- 
vince him; Go and {ell that thou baſt, &c. as if he had re- 
plied,---I know that what you ſay, with regard to your Ac- 
' tions, is true, and I look upon you with an Eye of Appro- 
bation and Love for your ſo doing; but, notwithſtanding 
this, you are not- yet perfeRt ; becauſe a mere Conformity of 
the outward:-Man to the Law of God, is not ſufficient to bring 
a Man to eternal Life, but the inward Man alſo muſt deeply 
receive the Stamp and Impreſſion of the Divine Law : And 
therefore, tho' you have, as you ſay, kept the Command- 
ments, yet ſuch your Obedience did not- proceed from an 
inward Principle, that real Love for God in which true Per- 
fection conliſts ; for .-he that really loves God, has withdrawn 
his AﬀeQtions from earthly Things : Now, is your Love for 
God ſuch, that you can, for his Sake, part with your Riches 
without ReluQancy ?---When the young Man heard that, 
he went away forrowful, being throughly convinced that he' 
had greatly deceived himſelf with regard to his State of Per- 
feftion ; as now well knowing, that tho' he thought him- 
ſelf juſt entring the Land of Canaan, he was not yet paſied 
over fordan: For whege his Treaſure was, there was his 
| : Fleart 
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Heart alſo, And thus, I think, it is,. in ſome Meafure, « Evie 
dent, that our. Saviour's Words were "deſigned only as a con- 
vincing. Argument. But, by Way of: farther Hluftration of | 
-this Matter, it may not be amiſs to Nay before you that 5 
ral Notion which we find the Jews had of the Law. 

Jook'd ( it ſeems) .upon that Body of Laws which were 
. commonly diftinguthed into moral, judicial; and' ceremoni- 
' al, -as a Model of Life in which was coinprifced the whole: 
- Method of raiſing Man to Perfe#jon : For having nothing. 
but this Book of Laws to converſe with, they abſolutcly con- 
cluded that there was nothing elſe required m order to the pro- 
Curing eternal Life, but that the only Means which God had 
contrived for the Salvation and Happineſs of Men, was fetting, 
before them, in an external Way, a Pande&t of Statutes and: 
Ordinances, and then leaving them to work out, ' and pur- 
chaſe ts themſelves everlaſting, Life by the Obſervance of 
them ; conſequently, that Life and Perfeftion might be ac- 
quired by virtue of thoſe legal Precepts, which had only an 
external Adminiſtration. You' ſee then, that this Man,, 
who had obſerved the Precepts of the Law, and knew it to- 
be the general Belief of the Fews,—that that legal Syſtem, 
delivered to them on Meunt Srnar, - was a ſufficient Diſpen- 
fation from God ' to advance-them to a State 'of PerfeRtion- 
and -Blefſednefs,, had ſome Reaſon to'put this Queſtion to our 
Lord,---What lack Tyet? 

Beſides, we may farther obſcrve,---that the Fews uſed to' _ 


ergy an righteous Men into two: Sorts, _y Rip -—ay 
| erfett] Righteous. Thoſe were calted smply Ri, 
ous, whoſe Merits outweighed their Demerits ; and the "oa 


felth Righteous were thoſe, who, by the Performance of the 
'wholeLaw, had no'T] to put in Balance againſt their 
Merits, but rather good enough to fill both the Scales. 
Now, of this later Sort, (ny? the Perfeftly Righteous) 
the Fews always ſuppoſed there might be many ;/ and fuch 
were the Phariſers,* ay leaſt in their own. Eſteem) - the 
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Time of dur: Savieur's appearing among them. And there- 
fore, as this-you Man had never failed in the Performance 
of the Law, as he thought, ' and refted upon a Pharaſaical 
Rightequſneſs, he might well. enquire of our Saviouf, whe- 
ther there was any ' Thing yet wanting to make him perfe&, 
- 'of one of thoſe Perfetth Righteous, according to the ' Fewiſh 
'Notion of . Perfeff5om. And then, - with regard to the An- 
ſwer ; As true PerfeQtion conſiſted in performing the exter- 
rial Law from an inward Principle, our Saviour might as 
| well reply,---Fhat he was not yet ſo: For tho' he had yield 
':ed Obedience to the Law, it was evident it was not out of 
. pure Love to God, 'becauſe his AﬀeCtions were deeply root- 
ed in the Things of this World ; to convince him of which, 
he fays,---Go and /ell that thou haſt, &c. which he knew he 
-would- not do; and therefore, it would be the beſt Argu- 
' :ment to convince him of his Worldly-mindedneſs, and con- 
fkequently of his Imperfection. Indeed among the Fews there 
'were ſo many Inſtances of- ſuch as placed the whole of their 
-Duty- in- the | outward Performance, - that it became a Pro- 
. - verb of Reproach to them ;: for thus ſays Solomion in his Book 
of Provinde here is a Generation of Men that are -» m 
their own Eyes, and yet are not waſbed from their Filthineſs, 
Prov, xxx. 12, As if he had faid,---We have Inſtances of 
 * many, - who,  throagh 4 formal-Compliance with the Law, 
- magine they have arrived to the higheſt Pitch of Holineſs, 
\ whereas ithey are unacquainted with true Godlineſs, and 
' know not the Power thereof : For having perſevered in the 
outward Performance of religious Duties, they reſt aſſured 
+ that at Laſt they ſhall ,be Partakers of the ſame Happineſs 
with the real Saints of God, riot conſidering that re- 
: quireth- Truth in- the inward: Parts, and regardethe not the 
outward Performance of the Duties of Religion, unleſs there 
* be an univerſal Sanciification of the internal Faculties. 
" And now, that the young Man took our Saviour's Words, 
- as deſigned, to be an Argument to convince him of his Im- 
as . perfection, 
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perfe&tion, on account of his : Worldly-mindednefs, . (which 
was the ſecond' Point to be proved). I:think evidently appears 
from what follows ;-——<Ihþen the young Man: heard this Say- 
ing, he went' awa fre Pw Ph it be. faid,---He 
went. away , ſorrowful, for be bad great. Po 3: yet it does 
not Cy Hom thence, that by (ans, argy it fp a Com- 
mand to. fell or part with ſuch his'great Poſſefſions,, becauſe 
this - Sorrow , might; ariſe: from; his ;Convidtion, For npon our 
Lord's Infinuation, . that] notwithſtanding a; Man had 1been 
diligent in the. external Compliance: with the. Law, - yet if 
his AﬀeCctions were placed upon. his Riches, ſuch Compliance 
could not proceed from that real Love for God, which muſt 
neceſſarily attend the external Compliance. ,in order to render 
him one really Perfet#ly Righteous, he 'was immediately con- 
vinced, and it ſtruck him to the Heart, to think -how great- 
ly. he had deceived himſelf by a falſe ' Notion of Things:: 
For, (as he could not but own) he had great Poſſeſſions,---or 
rather, he was one who efteemed, ; or. ſet a high Value upon his 
Meaning of the Original ; as indeed our Lord himſelf feems 
to explain it afterwards by Trufting in Riches, Mark. 24. 
And not only ſo, but thoſe who are. well {killed in the origi- 
nal Language of-.the New Teſtament,” may pleaſe toobſerve, 

that the very Words here uſed will-bear'that Senſe.  , For 
both in this Place, -and in'St.. Mar#'s: Relation of this Paſ- 
ſage, which is the moſt particular, the Words are, - yv yap 
Exav xThueara 50MM, where vv Zxuv Teems-to imply more than 
bare poſlefiing, - which is included in the Word xrypere,- 9r 
 Poſſeſſons, - as here juſtly rendered. ' And as we find that the 
Vn0-hon {in the Greek, as well as jenny Ew: does 
quently ſignify to effeem, or make Account of,, as wegi 
Gs ang bakers pro oo ; and that other. Words derived 
from it bear this Senſe of their Original, as exc fignifies Af- 
fettion, and wacoveye Covetouſneſe ; -and as not only. the Con- | 
text will admit.of this Interpretation, but, as before:-hinted, 
—-_ : OPT C- 
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much. te mi chew Lord's Expreſſion afterwards, 
truſting in, ; ore ſume it may be y 
here admitted, - . And indeed. rl ok are but qa Objec- 

which I can. conceive poſlible to be raiſed againſt this 
ion of 5'v fv, . &c.. one drawn from the Manner 
eebon. in; "the . Goſpel by St. Lake, where .it is only 
- .But:this does not invalidate the 
Fr i ng 9 hol-rather. inchudes it; for 'tis there 
the-young Man's Behaviour, that his Heart was 
ny 6 Wealth ; which our Bleſſed Lord, the Searcher 
well knowing, could not have more greatly mor- 
ces -y oſtentatious Notion of his Perfeion, . by con- 
- him. of his. great Defe& in not loving the Lord his 
God with all his Heart. _ But it may be then farther objected, 
that if his Sorrow aroſe*froni this Convition, that he was 
really fo far deficient as to have omitted the inward and vital 
Part, the Life and Soul of true Religion, how comes it to be 
added in St. Mark, (Chap. x.. Verſe 21.) that upon the pub- 
Fs heap, he had. made: of his Behaviour, Fefus be- 
im, . ved bim ?. To this I anſwer, ---It was certainly 
not ws the Deviation of his Heart, ſufficiently known to our 
Saviour, and here pf rages diſcovered ; but might not our 
Saviour. approve of - his outward” Behaviour, ſo far as that - 
Obſeryance of the. Law reached ;* and eſpecially, when the 
young , Man did not ſeem to know that more was required 
of him, . though' now indeed: fully convinced of it to his 
Sorrow. | 
| Upon the whole theo, if it ſhould appear that our Lord's 
Anſwer, did not contain a oo” Command even to this 


pa: ; Pardo Rule for all yok which not only 
. other Paſlages in the. New Teſtament, - but even Reaſon it- 
ſaf, ſeem plainly to contradict. And ſuppoſipg this Inter- 
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to diftate to others of ſuperior Judgment et'T nay ven- 
ture to alfect, _that the] by the 2 yet] ds rib Hara: 
that they. are the intended d of 


has- already done: 
being x Pg a- Means f 
Am and'an Encou 


Degrees of Holineſs, *t has: ry und Þy Expeticnce 
break the braiſed Reed, deans noaking Flax. 
indeed it is certath, that there are a rel-o 
mg Chriſtians, who think it their 
AﬀeXtions from the ny ro this Won.” 
all that they have in-that and acoord ng 'to' the : 
ftle's Direction; Jt thirr Aﬀettons on Things wove, (y 
by the Way, -' to me a full 7 are hy gi ee | 
Meaning of Birſoking Ml) os to a Stand at this | 
Do&trine, wal nk: can 9 ponent wh the "Te. 
of d,- as 11 E Senfe 4 cu? of Genf7s. md - 
pls . , Bak VI cn,” DernaÞDs S -ſome. R i > 
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N: B. The Reader of the Red Re- 
marks," 18 deſired to correct the following Errata. 


